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Some  Legendary  Liberty  Seated  Rarities 

by 

Walter  Breen 

The  coins  we  will  be  talking  about  here  are  fabulous  in  the  strict  sense  of 
that  term:  legendary,  stimulating  incredulity,  the  subject  of  rumors  and  tall 
stories.  Some  of  them  have  been  triumphantly  exhibited;  others  have  not 
been  seen  for  generations.  I  am  bringing  them  to  collector  attention  here 
because  some  of  them  are  mentioned  in  my  forthcoming  book  on  proof 
coins,  and  I  hope  by  the  time  the  second  edition  comes  around  to  have  pho- 
tographs and  accurate  pedigree  records  of  more  of  them.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  anyone  reading  this  who  can  provide  corrections  or  additional 
information  is  welcome  to  write  to  me. 

1.  1839  No  Drapery  proof  half  dollar.  On  August  13,  1839,  Mint  Director 
Patterson  sent  one  proof  and  one  frosty  unc.  to  Levi  Woodbury,  Secretary  of 
Treasury;  he  did  not  use  the  name  proof,  but  did  distinguish  the  coins  by 
respectively  mirrorlike  and  frosty  fields.  The  particular  coins  that  went  to 
Woodbury  have  not  been  identified.  There  are  possibly  a  half  dozen  or  less 
around  now  that  can  be  called  uncirculated  without  a  '  but '  attached;  as  for 
proofs,  I  can  be  sure  of  one  (Norweb,  probably  ex  Neil:474,  Winsor:539), 
reasonably  sure  of  another  (Reed  Hawn:125  at  $10,500,  probably  ex  Brand- 
Lichtenfels:2799),  and  not  at  all  sure  of  a  third  (Stack's  March  1965:440,  ex 
E.M.  Seneca,  1946  ANA:812,  Adolph  Friedman,  WGC:246,  F.C.C.  Boyd; 
rev.  cracked  through  MERICA  and  HALF  DOL.  and  from  rim  through  leaf, 
eagle,  shield,  wing  at  r.,  and  R  to  rim. 

2.  1840  half  dime  with  drapery,  proof.  V-7,  high  date.  Only  two  reported: 
one  in  a  collection  shown  me  by  the  late  David  M.  Bullowa  in  May  1952,  and 
still  intact;  the  other— was  it  an  earlier  appearance  of  the  same  piece? — was 
owned  by  Howard  Newcomb  and  exhibited  by  him  at  ANS  in  1914. 

3.  1841  Dime  Without  Drapery.  Not  a  reversion  to  the  1838-40  hub,  but 
a  drastically  lapped  die  of  regular  type,  this  obverse  has  stars  smaller  than 
usual  and  rocky  base  short;  drapery  below  elbow  (the  hallmark  of  the 
Hughes  design)  is  completely  lapped  away,  and  other  details  are  ragged  or 
smaller  than  normal.  To  date  only  threfe  are  reported.  One  was  from  Col. 
Green's  proof  set,  which  supposedly  included  coins  from  half  cent  through 
dollar,  and  which  was  broken  up  in  New  York  about  1943  (Numismatic 
Review,  1,3:29,  Dec. 1943).  A  second,  EF+  and  obviously  ex-Proof,  was 
New  Netherlands  57:466,  bringing  a  then  high  $875.  This  is  probably  not 
sameas  WGC:519,  "VF".  No  later  trace  has  been  found  of  any  of  the  three. 

4.  1842  Small  Date  Quarter.  The  controversy  here  is  to  the  number 
known  to  exist.  This  is  the  roster  as  I  see  it  at  the  moment— I  have  not 
physically  examined  all  these. 

1 )  Smithsonian,  from  Mint  Cabinet  Collection  proof  set. 

2)  ANS,  ex  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  from  Robert  C.  W.  Brock's  proof  set. 

3)  Mrs.  Norweb.  Earlier  pedigree  not  known  to  me. 

4)  Oscar  G.  Schiike  estate,  in  a  proof  set. 

5)  Last  owner  of  record  Q.  David  Bowers,  ex  Stack  3/8/74  sale,  ex 
Steckler  sale  lot  39,  ex  Miles:  918  at  $12,000,  ex  "Century"  sale  lot  872,  ex 
unnamed  earlier  dealer  at  $11 ,000,  ex  various  unnamed  intermediaries,  ex 
Jerome  Kern  lot  1432;  possibly  from  the  Harlan  P.  Smith  collection  in  1906, 
though  I  have  not  the  catalogue  available  for  checking. 

6)  James  A.  Stack  estate,  lot  55,  at  $41 .000. 

7)  "Vermont  private  collection."  Not  identified. 
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4.  1849/8  Dime.  The  1848  date  slants  down,  the  1849  is  level  and  small- 
er. One  seen,  a  proof,  in  a  Philadelphia  estate,  from  J.  C.  Morgenthau  & 
Co.,  January  1943.  I  do  not  know  if  the  other  three  proof  dimes  of  1849  are 
all  normal  dates,  though  Wolfson's  and  Norweb's  appear  to  have  been-  I  did 
not  see  the  Dr.  Green  coin  (1949). 

5.  1850  proof  quarter.  Wayte  Raymond  had  seen  only  one,  though 
whether  it  is  either  the  H.  P.  Smith  coin  (lot  820,  1906,  excessively  high 
knife-rims)  or  the  "J.  H.  South"  coin,  lot  515  (1951),  is  uncertain.  For  that 
matter,  the  proof  silver  coins  of  1851  except  for  the  dollar  belong  here  too;  I 
have  seen  four  half  dimes  (V-1 ,  with  die  file  marks  above  AMERIC),  but  no 
dime  or  quarter  or  half  dollar.  Dave  Bowers  once  owned  the  dime  but  I  did 
not  get  a  chance  to  examine  it.  Wayte  Raymond  had  seen  a  single  quarter, 
and  nobody  has  ever  reported  the  half  dollar.  The  quarter  and  half  dollar  of 
1852  in  proof  state  are  almost  equally  rare. 

6.  1853  Arrows  Proofs.  There  appear  to  have  been  five  sets  struck  on 
March  3,  1853:  half  dimes,  dimes,  quarters  and  half  dollars.  At  least  three 
of  each  denomination  are  reported  in  proof  state  today  but  no  one  collection 
has  all  four  denominations,  so  far  as  I  know;  such  a  set  was  in  the  Mougey 
sale  back  in  1910  (including  the  cent!)  but  it  has  not  been  seen  since  then. 

7.  "1856/54  Half  Dime."  This  is  an  enigma.  In  the  Neil  sale,  1947,  lot 
1648  (from  the  sale  of  the  S.  Judson  Chapman  collection,  1929)  was  an  1856 
half  dime  described  as  follows:  "1856.  Recut  date.  Listed  by  Mr.  Neil  as  an 
overdate,  over  1854.  Perfect  brilliant  proof.  The  date  is  larger  than  on  the 
other  varieties  and  it  appears  to  be  entirely  recut.  Broad  borders  with  wire 
edge.  ...Memo  by  Mr.  Neil  states  that  this  is  the  only  specimen  ever  no- 
ticed having  been  offered  at  auction  and  valued  by  him  in  the  three  figure 
mark."  It  brought  $10,  which  wasn't  very  high  even  then.  In  recent  years, 
two  pieces— now  believed  to  be  from  an  early  state  of  V-2,  before  repolish- 
ing— have  been  offered  as  possible  specimens  of  this  overdate  because  of 
traces  of  another  digit  within  the  6.  Yet  neither  one  has  completely  recut 
date,  so  probably  the  Neil  piece  is  still  lurking  around  unidentified  in  some 
bank  vault.  The  two  pieces  are  Ruby  1:864,  which  went  very  reasonably  at 
$575,  and  Herstal;  132  at  $4400.  The  enlargement  of  date  details  in  the 
Herstal  catalogue  convinces  me  that  this  particular  piece  was  from  the  V-2 
dies  in  an  early  state. 


discovered  this  in  late  1965,  and  the  discovery  piece  was  lot  185,  Merkin 
Aoril  1966  sale.  The  next  hundred  or  so  1868  proof  dimes  I  saw  had  normal 
dates'  then  another  Blundered  Die  turned  up  in  the  Garrett  proof  set.  Pro- 
bably'a  few  others  are  around,  but  the  variety  is  likely  to  remain  rare. 

9  1873-S  half  dollar,  no  arrows.  Some  5,000  were  mmted,  and  Beistle 
lists  one  as  his  number  1-A:  "No  ARROW  HEADS  ARE  ON  EITHER  SIDE 
OF  THE  DATE  Rev  A  Perfect.  Rare."  This  coin,  if  Col.  Green  had  it,  has 
not  shown  up  to  date.  Several  were  shipped  to  Philadelphia  in  time  for  the 
next  Assay  Commission  meeting  (which  is  believed  to  be  the  source  of  the 
unique  1873-CC  no  arrows  dime,  as  A.  Loudon  Snowden  had  it  in  Phila- 
delDhia— then  a  strange  place  for  any  Carson  City  coin.) 

10.  1873-S  standard  silver  dollar.  Only  700  were  minted,  and  n^^^^^^^ 
vet  shown  up.  About  1970  a  rumor  was  going  around  that  a  mutilated  ex- 
ample had  shown  up.  Where  is  it?  We  could  expect  the  coin  to  have  closed 
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3  obverse  and  probably  the  1872-S  reverse,  making  checking  genuineness 
easy  enough. 

In  later  installments  I  will  discuss  some  of  the  other  legendary  coins  in 
this  series.  But  it  would  help  if  readers  provide  some  feedback  by  indicat- 
ing where  some  of  the  coins  are,  what  they  have  that  belongs  here.  I  hope 
we  LSCC  people  are  not  quite  so  paranoid  as  the  colonial  specialists,  most  of 
whom  would  have  apoplexy  were  their  names  even  mentioned  in  print,  and 
who  hide  behind  dealers  in  buying  or  selling  their  prizes,  so  that  it  has  been 
next  to  impossible  even  to  get  a  head  count  on  some  well  known  rarities. 
Which  is  why,  when  one  of  the  major  Connicticut  specialists  tut-tutted  at  me 
for  having  rarity  ratings  allegedly  too  high  in  the  EAC  1975  catalogue,  all  I 
could  do  was  chuckle.  Whose  fault  is  it  if  I  mention  having  seen  only  eight 
specimens  of  something,  after  having  written  specialists  in  the  series  who 
merely  ignored  requests  for  information,  and  then  one  of  them  tells  me  20 
or  30  are  known  of  the  same  coin,  without  any  evidence  from  auctions,  fixed 
price  offerings,  or  exhibits?  All  we  can  do  is  say  what  we  have  seen,  and 
hope  that  more  nearly  correct  information  shows  up  later. 


Hiy'all!  This  is  my  first  ad  in  the  Journal.  Listed  below  are  some  of  my 
low  grade  duplicates.  Scarce  dates  and  strictly  graded.  Full  14  day  return 
on  all  coins. 


DIMES 

1847  VF-35   85.00 

1867  VG-8   70.00 

HALVES 

1862    VG-10   49.50 

1868  Good-6   38.50 

1885    VG-10   115.00 

1891    AU-55  cleaned   82.50 


QUARTERS 

1842  LD  AG-2  18.50 

1842   LD  VG-8  60.00 

1851-0  VG-10    95  00 

1860-S  VG-10  porous  92  50 

1864-S    Good-4   110.00 

1867-S    Good-4   31.50 

1871-  S  AG-3  weak  rev  49.50 

1872-  S   Good/AG   87.50 


Bob  Foster 

3948  Van  Deman 

Fort  Worth,  Texas  76116 
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WANT  TO  BUY  ALL  KEY 
SEATED  DATE  MATERIAL. 

All  Grades  Wanted 
1/2  Dimes  thru  $'s 


Key  Date  Material  Available. 
Please  send  Want  List 


MICHAEL  A.  GRAHAM 

PROFESSIONAL  NUMISMATIST 

SPECIALIST  IN  CHOICE 
U.S.  &  FOREIGN  COINS 

P.O.  Box  117 

Sunland,  California  91040 
(213)  353-0206 

A.N.A.      N.A.S.C.      C.S.N.A.  P.N.G. 


A  study  of  the  Seated  Liberty  Design 
by 

John  W.  IN/lcCioslcey 


At  first  glance  the  seated  figure  of  Miss  Liberty  that  appears  on  our 
coinage  seems  to  be  identical  for  all  denonninations  from  the  half  dime 
through  the  dollar.  Careful  examination,  however,  reveals  that  the  design 
for  each  denomination  is  distinctively  different  from  the  others,  each  design 
possessing  characteristics  which  identify  its  denomination.  For  example, 
the  cover  photo  shows  the  distinctive  features  of  the  quarter  design  just  as 
earlier  Journal  covers  illustrated  the  features  of  the  dime  design.  What  are 
these  differences?  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  article  to  point  out  the  distinctive 
features  of  the  Seated  Liberty  design  for  the  different  denominations  on 
which  the  design  was  used.  The  comments  will  refer  to  the  design  after  the 
modifications  of  1840  for  the  half-dime,  dime,  twenty  cent  piece,  quarter, 
half  dollar  and  dollar.  Specific  areas  where  differences  can  be  observed  are 
given  below. 

SHIELD  POSITION-  The  obverse  shield  is  tilted  noticeably  to  the  left  in  the 
design  of  the  twenty  cent  piece,  quarter,  half  and  dollar.  The  shield  is  up- 
right in  the  dime  design  and  tilted  only  slightly  on  the  half-dime. 

VERTICAL  STRIPES-  The  vertical  stripes  on  the  obverse  shield  appear  in 
clusters  of  two  on  the  half-dime,  dime  and  quarter.  There  are  three  stripes 
to  each  cluster  on  the  twenty  cent  piece,  half  and  the  dollar. 

DRAPERY-  On  the  half  dollar  design  the  drapery  falls  down  from  the  elbow 
and  behind  the  figure  to  the  left  of  the  knee.  On  the  other  five  designs  the 
drapery  extends  out  to  the  right  of  the  elbow  and  falls  behind  the  figure  to 
the  right  of  the  knee. 

HAND  ON  POLE-  On  the  Half-dime,  dime  and  quarter  the  index  finger 
points  up  the  pole  with  the  other  three  fingers  wrapped  around  the  pole. 
For  the  twenty  cent  piece,  half  and  the  dollar  all  four  fingers  are  wrapped 
around  the  pole. 

HORIZONTAL  STRIPES-  The  number  of  horizontal  stripes  in  the  obverse 
shield  differs  for  the  different  denominations.  There  are  six  on  the  half- 
dimes,  six  on  the  dimes,  ten  on  the  twenty  cent  pieces,  nine  on  the  quarters, 
ten  on  the  halves  and  nine  on  the  dollars. 

LETTERS  IN  LIBERTY-  On  the  twenty  cent  piece  the  letters  of  LIBERTY 
are  raised  on  the  ribbon  and  do  not  have  serifs.  On  the  five  other  designs 
the  letters  are  cut  into  the  ribbon  and  do  have  serifs. 

Many  people  are  not  aware  of  these  distinctive  differences  in  the  basic 
design  of  the  various  denominations  of  Seated  Liberty  coins.  As  a  test,  ask 
a  few  your  collector  friends  to  identify  the  denomination  of  the  cover  photo. 
I  think  that  you  will  be  surprised  at  how  difficult  this  task  will  be  for  many 
collectors. 
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LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
BOUGHT  -  SOLD  -  APPRAISED 

COLLECTIONS  PURCHASED 
AUCTIONS  CONDUCTED 


Our  representatives  will  travel 
Anywhere  in  the  World! 


APPRAISALS  FOR: 
Estates,  Banks,  Attorneys,  Insurance  Co's.,  Etc. 

IN  BUSINESS  OVER  40  YEARS! 


WRITE  OR  PHONE  TODAY. 
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Three  Rare  Half  Dollars 
by 

P.  Scott  Rubin 


There  are  three  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars  that  I  would  like  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  this  fine  club.  They  are  the  1847  over  1846,  the  1853  New 
Orleans  Mint  No  Arrows,  and  the  1878  San  Francisco  Mint  Half  Dollars. 

The  1847  over  1846  as  far  as  I  know  was  first  offered  at  auction  only  as 
recently  as  1954.  Until  last  year  I  had  only  seen  three  different  1847  over 
1846  half  dollars  offered  for  sale.  Then  last  year  two  new  ones,  or  so  I  be- 
lieve, were  sold  at  auction.  This  brings  the  total  of  known  pieces  offered 
at  auction  to  five. 

The  auction  records  I  have  are  as  follows: 

1.  Proof,  1954  Stack's  Anderson-Dupont  Sale,  Lot  #2131  it  realized 
$1,000.00. 

2.  Proof,  1957  Stack's  Empire  Sale,  Lot   #i1379,  here  the  Anderson- 
Dupont  coin  realized  only  $925.00. 

3.  About  Uncirculated,  1958  California  State  Numismatic  Association 
Sale,  Lot  #1497A. 

4.  Extremely  Fine,  1962  Stack's  Cox  Sale,  Lot  #1912  this  coin  realized 
$1200.00. 

5.  Proof,  1973  Stack's  Hawn  Sale,  Lot  #161,  now  sixteen  years  later  the 
Anderson-Dupont  Empire  coin  realized  $7,500.00. 

6.  Uncirculated,  1975  Superior's  A.N. A.  Sale,  Lot  #574  realized  $|5,750.00. 

7.  Proof,  1975  Stack's  Clarke  Sale,  Lot  #276  now  two  years  later  the  An- 
derson-Dupont, Empire,  Hawn  coin  realized  $9,000.00. 

8.  Extremely  Fine-About  Uncirculated,  1975  New  England's  11/7  Sale, 
Lot  #588  realized  $2,700.00. 

It  is  possible  that  the  above  eightlistings  are  still  of  only  three  coins,  one 
Proof,  one  Uncirculated,  and  one  in  the  Extremely  Fine  to  About  Uncircu- 
lated class,  but  I  doubt  it.  If  any  of  ourmembers  own  any  of  the '  above  coins 
or  specimens  that  are  not  on  this  list,  I  think  the  members  of  the  club  would 
greatly  appreciate  hearing  about  their  existence.  We  then  might  be  able  to 
ascertain  the  actual  rarity  of  this  coin,  which  I,  myself,  believe  will  prove  to 
be  a  high  R-6. 

The  second  half  dollar  I  would  like  to  bring  to  our  attention  is  the  1853-0 
No  Arrows.  This  has  been  a  classic  United  States  Rarity.  This  coin  I  have 
seen  at  auction  six  times,  three  different  coins  were  involved.  As  far  as  I 
know  this  takes  into  account  all  the  known  coins  of  this  rarity. 

1 .  Very  Good,  1885  Woodward's  77th  Sale,  The  Randall  Collection, 
Lot  #421 . 

2.  Very  Good,  1950  Numismatic  Gallery's  Menjou  Sale,  Lot  #1084  it 
realized  $890. 

3.  Fine,  1954  Stack's  Anderson-Dupont  Sale,  Lot  #2143  at  $3,000.00. 

4.  Fine  1957  Stack's  Empire  Sale,  lot  #1394  where  the  Anderson-Dupont 
coin  realized  $5,000.00  only  three  years  later. 

5.  Fine,  1962  Stack's  Cox  Sale,  Lot  #1982  where  the  Anderson-Dupont, 
Empire  coin  realized  $7,000.00. 
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6.  Fine,  1975  Stack's  Clarke  Sale,  Lot  #289  the  Anderson-Dupont, 
Empire,  Cox  coin  now  realized  $24,000.u0. 

Before  I  go  into  the  history  of  this  coin  I  think  this  is  a  good  time  to  show 
you  fellow  collectors  the  way  grading  has  varied  during  the  last  hundred 
years.  As  you  have  noticed  all  the  1853-0  No  Arrows  listed  above  are  grad- 
ed either  Very  Good  or  Fine.  To  start  with  the  first  listing  from  an  1885  auc- 
tionlisgraded  only  Very  Good.  In  those  days  anything  less  than  Uncirculat- 
ed was  usually  called  Very  Fine  and  anything  that  we  could  now  call  Ex- 
tremely Fine  was  graded  Fine.  So  the  grade  Very  Good  in  those  days  could 
mean  anything  from  Fine  to  Extremely  Fine  depending  on  the  age  and  rari- 
ty of  the  coin.  Havingseen  a  photo  of  this  coin  in  a  recent  copy  of  the  Numis- 
matist, I  would  probably  grade  this  coin  Very  Fine  Plus  today.  On  the  other 
hand  the  second  coin  which  was  graded  as  Very  Good  in  the  Menjou  Sale 
would  actually  grade  only  Good  if  that.  Finally,  the  coin  which  is  listed  four 
times  as  Fine  was  recently  offered  for  sale  and  graded  only  as  Good-6.  I, 
myself,  would  give  it  a  few  more  points  to  just  about  Very  Good. 

The  first  1853-0  No  Arrows  was  sold  in  the  1885  Randall  Collection  Sale 
to  Mr.  Garrett  of  Baltimore  and  has  remained  in  his  families'  collection  until 
the  collection  was  given  to  Johns  Hopkins  University  where  it  now  remains. 
Mr.  Waldo  Newcomer,  also  of  Baltimore,  owned  one  of  the  two  remaining 
coins  listed  above,  this,  I  think,  was  the  one  that  Stack's  has  sold  four 
times.  Do  any  of  you  fellow  members  know  for  sure?  The  third  coin  to  sur- 
face did  so  around  1938  when  B.  Max  Mehl  wrote: 

"A  few  months  ago,  I  was  contacted  by  a  collector  on 
the  Pacific  Coast  who  claimed  to  possess  one  of  these 
great  rarities.  But  after  my  long  experience,  I  never  get 
excited  about  things  of  this  sort  without  seeing  the  coin. 
The  coin  was  finally  sent  to  me  for  my  inspection  and,  lo 
and  behold!  To  my  great  and  pleasant  surprise,  I  found 
the  coin  to  be  an  absolutely  genuine  specimen  of  this 
great  rarity.  This  makes  the  third  specimen  known...." 

This  coin  was  obtained  by  Mr.  Mehl  and  offered  for  sale  in  1938. 

Are  there  any  other  specimens  of  this  coin?  Do  any  of  you  know  anymore 

about  the  pedigrees  of  this  classic  rarity? 

The  third  and  last  coin  that  I  wish  to  bring  to  our  attention  is  the  1878-S. 
My  records  of  over  sixteen  hundred  auction  catalogs  show  that  this  coin  has 
appeared  only  sixty-one  times.  Although  this  coin  is  nowhere  as  rare  as  the 
first  two  coins,  it  is  still  very  rare.  Of  the  61  listed  by  me  25  are  Uncirculat- 
ed. They  are  as  follows: 

1.  semi- proof,  1912  Mehl's  Griffith  Sale,  Lot  #826  $36.00. 

2.  prooflike,  1945  Stack's  Hall  Sale,  Lot  #1303  $42.50. 

3.  prooflike,  1945  Stack's  Roe  Sale,  Lot  #896  $277.50. 

4.  prooflike,  1946  Mehl's  Atwater  Sale,  Lot  #628  $382.50. 

5.  prooflike,  1947  Mehl's  Neil  Sale,  Lot  #664  $287.50. 

6.  1955  Kosoff's  11/8  Sale,  Lot  #1677  $560.00. 

7.  prooflike,  1956  New  Netherland's  47th  Sale,  Lot  #1342  $775.00. 

8.  prooflike,  1959  Stack's  Pelletreau  Sale,  Lot  #862  $1 ,250.00. 

9.  1961  Kelly's  Central  States  Sale,  Lot  #1592  $1 ,500.00. 

10.  proof  like,  1961  Stack's  Egolf  Sale,  Lot  #1131  $2,650.00. 

11.  proof  I  ike,  1962  Stack's  Cox  Sale,  Lot  #2024  $2,500.00. 

12.  1963  Stack's  Walton  Sale,  Lot  #963  $2,800.00. 
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13.  prooflike,  1964  Kagin's  250th  Part  3  Sale,  Lot  #292  $5,100.00 

14.  prooflike,  1966  Kagin's  266th  Sale,  Lot  #622  $4,500.00. 

15.  1967  Kagin's  267th  Sale,  Lot  #1557  $2,600.00. 

16.  1969  Stack's  Miles  Sale,  Lot  #1391  $3,200.00. 

17.  1971  Merkin's  6/4  Sale,  Lot  #777 

18.  prooflike,  1972  Kagin's  298th  Sale,  Lot  #341  $7,500.00. 

19.  prooflike,  1973  Stack's  Patten  Sale,  Lot  #418  $6,750.00. 

20.  proof  like,  1973  Stack's  Hawn  Sale,  Lot  #289  $6,500.00. 

21 .  prooflike,  1974  Bowers  and  Ruddy's  Herstal  Sale,  Lot  #470  $6,000.00. 

22.  prooflike,  1974  Stack's  Met.  New  York  Sale,  Lot  #112  $  7,000.00. 

23.  prooflike,  1975  Stack's  James  A.  Stack  Sale,  Lot  #555  $7,750.00. 

24.  1975  Superior's  A,N,A,  Sale,  Lot  #693  $8,750.00. 

25.  1975  Stack's  Clarke  Sale,  Lot  #352  $8,000.00. 

I  have  not  made  a  pedigree  study  of  the  above  listing  because  not  much  is 
known  about  pedigrees  for  this  date.  I  could  use  some  help  from  you  fellow 
members.  What  do  you  know  about  this  coin  and  its  rarity? 


NOTES  FROM  THE  SECRETARY-TREASURER 


Please  find  below  a  detailed  listing  of  the  financial  activity  for  the  club  year 
1975-76. 

RECEIPTS   (A)  Membership  Dues 


Renewal 


New 


(B)  Sales  (magazine) 

(C)  Advertisement  Income 

(D)  Donations 
Total  Receipts 

DISBURSEMENTS 

(A)  Printing 

(B)  Office  Supplies 

(C)  Postage 

(D)  Refunds 

Total  Disbursements 
NET  CASH  BALANCE 


$630.00 
547.00 
98.60 
1,025.00 

121.00 

$2,421.60 

$1,646.36 
28.98 
430.15 
24.20 
$2,129.69 
$291.91 
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Melvin  G.  Hatfield 
Secretary/Treasurer 


LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 

From  Misamir  Company 

I— lAI  CPM^^CC 

n  ALr  Ul  IVI  bo 

UUAn 1 bnb 

1842-0  Good 

 $10.00 

1842  AG/fair 

•CI  '5  nn 
vj)  1  o .  uu 

1851-0  Fine  12 

 1 7  00 

1847  VF-35  + 

^0  nn 

1853  W/ A  Fine  12 

 8.00 

1847  VF-35 

A7  nn 

1857  VF-20  

  12  00 

1847-0  VG-10  + 

28.00 

1859-0  VF-35-h 

0/1  nr> 

1  oo4  w/ A  Ar-4D -1-  Cleaned 

.57.00 

io58  VF-35   

23.00 

DIMES 

lobO  aI--4U   

43.00 

1  8Rn  VG-1 0 

Q  nn 

1842-0  VF-20 

23  00 

1873-9  VG-10 

nn 

1850  VG-7 

7  00 

1875-S  VF-35 

R'^  nn 

1851-0  Fine  15  + 

32  00 

1890  VF-3'^ 

78  00 

1852  Fine  15  + 

12  00 

1856  L.D.  VF-30 

24  00 

1857  VF-35-h  + 

 25.00 

I— 1  A  1  \  /  C  C 

n AL V  to 

1857-0  Fine  15 

 1 2.00 

1859  VF-35-h  +snn. 

rm.  nick  .30.00 

1848  Good  6+   

23.00 

VF-20  .  .26.00 

1858-S  Fme  12  

31 .00 

 29.00 

1865-S  Fine  12  

21  00 

.       1  .  \J\J 

1870  VF-20 

18  00 

1870  VG-10  +  

17.00 

1873  N.A.  Open  3  VF-30  .  .  .  .67.00 

1874-CC  W/A  Good  6 

. O/ .UU 

Buying:  We  are  buying  the  following  dimes,  quarters  and  halves. 

1870-CC 

1872-CC 

1874-CC           1853  N.A. 

1871 -CO 

1873-CC 

1848-P  1852-0 

We  are  always  interested  in  buying  any  scarce  coins.   If  you  have  any  of 

the  above  or  any  other  nice  material 

.  please  contact  us.  Send  a  list  of  what 

you  have  or  send  coins  with  prices  desired  or  for  our  offer. 

COMPANY  POLICY 

Coins  guaranteed  genuine.    10  day  return.   Coins  removed  from 

holders 

considered  sold.    Personal  checks 

must  clear.    Money  orders  and  bank 

checks  have  coins  shipped  the  next  day  when  possible. 

GRADING  POLICY 

We  try  to  be  fair  and  accurate  when  grading.    You  will  not  receive  any 

heavily  damaged  coins  from  us.  We  do  no  sell  junk.   We  welcome  your 

comments  on  our  grading  and  on  the  quality  of  our  coins. 

Thank  You, 

MISAMIR  COMPANY 

P.O.  Box  166 

Auburn,  Mass.  01501 
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Unique  Seated  Liberty  Dime  Bought 


A  very  rare  coin,  an  1873-CC  dime  witli  arrows  at  date 
in  uncirculated  condition  was  purchased  during  the 
American  Numismatic  Association  Convention  in  New 
York  by  dealer  Kamal  Ahwash  of  Wallingford,  Pa.,  left, 
from  Ira  Goldberg  of  Superior  Coin  &  Stamp  Corp. 
Although  18,791  of  the  dimes  were  struck,  only  one 
specimen  is  known  in  Unc.  and  it  is  unpriced  in  that 
grade  in  R.  S.  Yeoman's  "Guide  Book  of  United  States 
Coin." 


"AUTUMN  IN  THE  SHENANDOAH" 
Capt.  Roy  D.  Ash,  LSCC  #159 
....  New  Address  Change .... 
P.  O.  Box  369 
Mt.  Laguna  AFS  California  92048 
....  Effective  20  Nov.  1976  .... 
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A  masterpiece 
by  a  master  craftsman. 

Christian  Gobrecht  was  truly  a  master  craftsman.  His  Gobrecht  Dollar  is 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  pieces  ever  created. 

Just  as  Gobrecht  empheisized  quality  in  his  work,  we  emphasize  quality 
when  we  offer  the  coinage  he  designed.  We  have  over  750  high  quedity 
Liberty  Seated  coins,  including  the  pictured  Gobrecht  Dollar,  all  vzdued  at 
over  $150,000. 

In  addition  to  offering  a  wide  selection  and  high  queility,  all  of  our 
seated  coins  are  accurately  graded  and  covered  by  our  grading  guarantee. 
This  means  that  when  you  order  from  us,  you  know  before  you  receive  the 
coin  that  it  is  properly  graded. 

So  when  you're  looking  for  a  meisterpiece,  look  for  our  ads  in  the 
leading  numismatic  publications.  We'll  have  the  Gobrecht  designed  coinage 
you  need  in  the  quality  you  desire. 

Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  C<». 

The  originator  of  the  guaranteed  grading  ayatcm 

2001  Bryan  To«ver  •  Suite  2205  •  Dallas,  Texas  75201 
(214)  747-9631  •  WATS:  (1)  800-527.4503 


Any  coin  purchased  from  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co.,  after  May  1, 1975,  will  adhere  to  the  standards 
of  the  ANA  Grading  Board.  If  not.  the  full  purchase  price  will  be  refunded  to  the  original 
purchaser  within  30  days  of  the  decision  by  the  Grading  Board.* 

'This  appHes  to  the  grade  itself  arxi  not  to  the  degrees  within  thatparticular  grade  (i.e.  AU  (50)  us.  Ch.AU(55)).  This  allows  for  legttlmaU 
dfferences  in  opinion.  Steve  Ivy  Rare  Coin  Co  retains  the  option  of  refunding  your  money  or  replacing  with  a  suitable  coin. 
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The  Rare  1867  Dimes 
by 

John  W.  McCloskey 

The  Philadelphia  dimes  of  the  year  1867  are  much  more  difficult  to  obtain 
than  the  San  Francisco  pieces  of  the  same  year.  While  some  pieces  of  this 
year  have  weak  mint  marks,  the  case  of  the  vanishing  mint  mark  is  not  near- 
ly as  serious  a  problem  as  it  is  in  the  two  previous  years.  Nonetheless,  a 
study  of  the  special  characteristics  of  the  1867  dimes  will  be  made  because 
of  the  sharp  rise  in  the  price  of  Philadelphia  business  strikes  in  the  last  few 
years. 

In  terms  of  availability  the  Philadelphia  proofs  of  1867  can  be  obtained  for 
a  price  at  almost  any  large  coin  convention.  Uncirculated  business  strikes 
of  this  year  are  more  difficult  to  locate  than  the  proofs  but  with  some  search- 
ing can  also  be  obtained.  Circulated  business  strikes  are  extremely  rare  and 
simply  unavailable  at  any  price  at  most  shows.  The  pattern  of  availability 
for  San  Francisco  pieces  is  strikingly  different.  In  lower  grades  from  Good 
to  Fine  the  1867-S  could  be  considered  almost  common,  being  available  at 
most  shows  at  a  rather  modest  price.  In  higher  grades  of  XF  or  better  the 
date  is  extremely  rare.  A  few  uncirculated  specimens  are  known  to  exist  but 
are  not  often  available  to  the  collector. 


1867  PROOF  DIME 
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During  this  period  the  dates  were  punched  individually  into  the  obverse 
dies.  As  such  the  position  of  the  dates  often  differ  slightly  from  die  to  die 
Over  the  years  I  have  been  able  to  identify  three  different  dies  for  1867 
dimes:  one  for  Philadelphia  proofs,  one  for  Philadelphia  business  strikes 
and  one  for  the  1867-S  dimes.  With  a  total  mintage  of  only  6625  I  would  not 
expect  to  find  another  obverse  die  for  the  Philadelphia  pieces.  It  is  possible, 
however,  that  other  obverses  exist  for  the  1867-S  dime  (mintage  140,000). 

Pictures  of  the  three  obverses  are  presented.  The  proof  obverse  has  a  re- 
cut  date  with  the  date  located  well  to  the  left  of  the  position  of  the  date  on  the 
two  other  dies.  The  business  strike  die  has  its  date  positioned  a  little  higher 
but  otherwise  very  similar  to  the  position  of  the  1867-S  die.   Specific  fea- 
tures of  the  three  obverses  are  given  below. 

1867  Proof  -  Date  is  recut.   Digit  1  shows  doubling  to  the  north,  digit  7 
shows  doubling  to  the  south.  Date  begins  to  the  left  of  the  7th 
stripe  in  the  obverse  shield. 
1867  Business  Strike-Normal  date.    Date  begjns  a  little  right  of  the  8th 
stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.   Base  of  the  digit  7  in  the  date 
over  the  denticle  and  space  to  the  right.  Date  positioned  a 
little  higher  than  1867-S  obverse. 
1867-S  Date  begins  under  the  8th  stripe  in  the  obverse  shield.  Base  of  the 
digit  7  is  centered  over  a  denticle.   Date  positioned  a  little 
lower  than  on  the  1867  Business  strike. 
The  San  Francisco  mint  mark  frequently  comes  weakly  struck  on  1867-S 
dimes  but  has  always  been  clear  enough  to  identify  on  all  pieces  that  I  have 
seen.  However,  one  must  be  very  careful  on  average  circulated  pieces.  It 
wouldn't  take  much  to  remove  some  of  the  weak  mint  marks  that  I  have  seen 
and  attempt  to  pass  these  coins  off  as  1867  business  strikes.  Careful  exam- 
ination of  a  coin, however,  will  reveal  the  true  identity  of  such  a  piece  even  if 
the  area  of  the  mintmark  has  been  damaged  or  modified  in  some  way. 

The  two  close-up  pictures  of  the  1867  dimes  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvaney 
at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 


Essex  offers 
Liberty  Seated  and 
other  fine  U.S.  coins. 


Write  for  our  priced  catalogue 
Essex  Numismatic  Properties,  Inc. 

Phoebe  Hart  House/The  Hill,  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire  03801 
Tel.  603/436-7974  /  Telex  94-3402 
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1867  BUSINESS  STRIKE  DIME 


4i  J  A  ft  A  i 


1867-S  DIME 
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m.a  Simons     associates,  kd 


113  Essex  Avenue 


—  P.  O.  Box  275 


NARBERTH,  PA.  19072 
(215)  667-9955 
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KAM'S  KORNER 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 
ANA-ANS-ASA-LSCC 

A  question  and  answer  service  on  Liberty  Seated  coins.  Please  address  all 
questions  to:  Kam's  Korner,  c/o  Gobrecht  Journal,  5718  King  Arthur  Dr., 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 

Q-  The  S  nnintnnark  on  my  1856-S  dime  is  much  larger  than  the  S  on  my 
1858-S  and  1859-S  dimes.  Is  this  normal?  J.L.S. 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  1871-CC  to  1874-CC  dimes  (all  conditions)  do  you  estimate 
are  available  for  each  date?  J.L.S. 

A.  As  an  approxiamte  figure  I  feel  the  following  are  appropriate  in  all 
grades: 

1871-  CC  approx.  50-75 

1872-  CC  approx.  75-plus 

1873-  CC  approx.  65-100 

1874-  CC  approx.  20-30 

Q.  I  notice  that  the  arrows  on  the  1874-CC 
dime  slant  up,  but  this  is  not  so  on  the 
1873-S,  1874-S  and  1873-CC  dimes.  Is  this 
normal?  J.L.S. 

A.  Yes,  this  is  the  way  the  dies  were  made. 
Also,  the  1874-CC  arrows  are  the  only  ones 
that  have  this  slope  to  the  arrows. 

Q.  I've  seen  conflicting  estimates  of  early  proof  production  totals  for 
dimes  and  half  dimes.  For  the  1858  issues,  records  suggest  80  were 
made.  Were  more  later  made,  as  were  the  dollars?  Further,  the  total 
production  for  1859  is  given  anywhere  from  100  to  300.  What  do  you 
think?  How  about  a  population  survival  estimate.  M.R. 

A.  The  year  1858  seems  to  be  the  year  in  which  complete  proof  sets  were 
first  made  available  to  collectors.  The  Chapman  brothers  of  Phila- 
delphia, doing  business  as  Haseltine  apprentices  around  1877,  always 
claimed  that  only  80  proof  silver  dollars  of  1858  were  minted.  As 
proofs  were  issued  almost  entirely  in  sets  at  this  time,  the  estimate  of 
80  proofs  of  each  denomination  is  probably  not  too  far  from  the  truth.  I 
have  not  found  any  documented  evidence  stating  or  suggesting  any 
more  half  dimes  or  dimes  were  struck.  Incidently,  proof  half  dimes  of 
1858  were  struck  from  the  V-4a  and  more  often  from  the  V-8  dies.  As 
for  the  1859  half  dimes  and  dimes,  I'm  inclined  to  think  that  an  esti- 
mate of  approximatedly  60  to  100  of  each  were  struck  in  proof.  There 
are  two  varieties  of  the  1859  proof  half  dime.  Th  ese  are  V-1  and  V-2. 
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The  1858  half  dime  is  rarer  than  the  1859,  however,  the  latter  being  a 
one  year  type  nnakes  it  more  popular.  As  far  as  population  survival  is 
concerned,  my  estimate  would  be  about  35  to  50  of  the  1858  half 
dimes  and  dimes;  approximately  50  to  85  of  the  1859  pieces. 

Q.  Is  there  an  explanation  as  to  why  the  1867  half  dime  is  priced  so  low 
compared  to  some  of  the  other  issues  (ie.  1864,  1849-0,  1853-0,  etc.) 
when  the  1867  issue  has  the  lowest  mintage  (Redbook)  of  all  the  half 
dimes?  D.R. 

A.  There  are  several  dates  that  are  not  only  much  more  expensive  but  also 
very  much  rarer  than  the  1867  half  dime  in  spite  of  its  low  mintage. 
Of  course,  this  is  in  "Uncirculated  condition"  ONLY.  In  circulated 
condition  the  1867  is  as  rare  as  any  date  in  the  series  and  equally  as 
expensive.  Incidently,  I  don't  agree  with  the  mintage  figures  on  the 
1864  half  dime  that  are  shown  in  Redbook.  I  believe  the  1864  has  the 
lowest  mintage  of  all  seated  half  dimes.  The  reason  for  some  branch 
mint  issues  being  more  expensive  than  the  1867  is  that  most  collectors 
in  that  era  did  not  collect  by  mintmark.  They  collected  by  date  only 
and  most  of  them  were  in  the  East  making  is  easier  to  get  their  coins 
from  the  Philadelphia  mint.  Consequently,  only  one  or  perhaps  two  of 
some  of  the  branch  mint  coins  were  saved  and  in  some  cases  NONE 
have  ever  been  reported  in  uncirculated  condition. 

Q  What  would  you  estimate  is  the  rarity  of  the  1870-S  dime  in  circulated 
grades?  Are  all  known  specimens  weakly  struck  on  the  reverse?  J. R.S 

A.  I'm  inclined  to  think  that  in  all  grades  there  are  over  100  known.  How- 
ever, don't  get  your  hopes  up  for  finding  one  XF  or  better.  They  are 
quite  rare  above  VF.  Most  of  the  reverses  of  this  date  were  very  weak- 
ly struck,  especially  in  the  area  around  ONE  DIME.  This  also  hap- 
pened with  the  1871-S  reverse  on  those  pieces  that  were  struck  from 
the  1870-S  dies. 

Q-  What  Valentine  varieties  of  the  1849  half  dime  show  the  1849/6  and 
1849/8  overdates  most  clearly?  Are  there  unlisted  varieties  that  are 
clearer?  J. R.S. 

A.  The  known  variety  of  the  1849/6  by  Valentine  is  the  V-2.  The  known 
varieties  of  the  1849/8  are  V-4  and  V-5.  (page  55  in  the  new  Valentine) 
As  far  as  showing  the  overdate  clearly,  it  would  depend  entirely  on 
strike,  not  variety.  I 've  seen  all  three  overdates  quite  clearly  on  G  and 
VG  specimens.  There  are  several  other  varieties  that  I  have  discover- 
ed; A-1 ,  V-la  1849/8/6;  A-2,  V-2a  1849/9/6;  A-3,  V-2b  1849/8/6. 

Q.  Is  there  such  a  thing  as  an  1848  half  dime  with  a  small  date?  My  album 
has  three  spaces  for  1848,  small,  medium,  and  large  dates.  If  not, 
which  Valentine  variety  of  medium  date  would  you  consider  to  be  the 
most  acceptable  space  filler?  J. R.S. 

A  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a  small  date  as  far  as  measurements  go.  Val- 
entine wrote  of  small  dates  in  several  varieties  but  I  am  sure  he  was  re- 
ferring to  them  being  smaller  than  V-1 ,  large  date.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
he  doesn't  even  mention  a  medium  date,  only  large,  tall,  small,  and 
similar  to.  For  a  space  filler,  I  think  V-2  or  V-4  would  be  acceptable. 
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PRIVATE  COLLECTOR 


WISHES  TO  BUY  the  following  dates  of  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  Will  pay 
full  trends  for  most  dates  and  more  for  dates  under  10,000  listed  mintage. 
Coins  wanted  in  about  good  to  XF  +  .  Please  send  list  of  what  you  have  for 
sale  and  price  required.  Please  describe  coins  accurately  as  to  scratches, 
dents,  color,  etc.  Be  sure  to  send  letters  by  air  mail  and  mark  "Air  Mail". 
Also  interested  in  low  mintage  U.S.A.  coins  of  other  series  and  rare  date 
coins,  patterns  and  proofs  of  the  British  Commonwealth. 


HALF  DIMES:  1838-0,1846. 
DIMES:  1879,  1880,  1881,  1885-S. 

QUARTERS:  1849-0  ,  1851-0,  1852-0,  1864-S,  1866,  1866-S,  1867,  1867-S 
1868,  1869,  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887 
1888,  1889. 

HALF  DOLLARS:  1879,  1880,  1881,  1882,  1883,  1884,  1885,  1886,  1887 
1888,  1889,  1890. 

DOLLARS:    1844,  1845,  1848,  1850,  1850-O,  1855,  1859-S,  1862,  1863 
1864,  1870-CC,  1871-CC,  1872-CC,  1873-CC. 


Member:  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club  #85 

Hong  Kong  Numismatic  Society  #1 12 
Life  Member  ANA  #R-89818 


If  you  need  anything  from  Hong  Kong  I  will  do  by  best  to  obtain  it. 


William  E.  Franklin 
179  Gloucester  Rd. 
9/  F  Goshen  Mansion 
Wanchai,  Hong  Kong,  B.C.C. 
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Larry  Briggs 
P.O.  Box  187 
Lima,  Ohio  45802 

References  Upon  Request.  Checks  must  clear.  7  days  return  privilege 
HALF  DIMES 

1841  Litely  toned  choice  Unc.  (Gem  by  most)  $325 

1843  Gem  BU.  PL  Valentine  #6  Super  500 

1844  Gem  BU  Valentine  #3A  Nice  430 

1850  Gem  BU  Lite  tone  PL  Super  475 

1851  Choice  BU  Valentine  #1A  Nice  365 

1852  Choice  BU  Valentine  #3A  Nice  375 

1853  No  Arrows  Valentine  #1 A  Lite  tone  Gem  BU  Pin  Prick  flaw  near 
13th  star,  otherwise  superb  775 

1856  Choice  BU  Valentine  #7  Lite  tone,  weakly  struck  225 

1857  Gem  BU  Valentine  #9  Weak  denticles,  weak  reverse  325 

1858  Gem  BU  Lite  tone,  struck  from  rusted  dies.  All  devices  appear 
frosted  with  PL  fields  Nice  425 

1860  Choice  Bu  Gem  except  for  two  microscopic  pin  marks  on  rim. 

Unlisted  variety  "1  overl "  and  "O  over  O  Nice  275 

1862  Gem  BU  Valentine  #6  Semi  PL  fields.  Knife-like  Square  rims.  300 

1863  Choice  toned  PRF  or  Business  strike?  You  decide.  Rev. 
denticles  trifle  weak  as  well  as  left  top  leaf  400 

1864  Superb  gem  Unc.  Lite  tone  &  very  nice.  Definite  Business  strike 
&  rare  (R-7  in  BU).  Most  advertised  between  $1250  &  $2250. 
This  one  as  nice  as  any  and  more  reasonable  1050 

1866  Superb  gem  BU.  If  a  coin  exists  close  to  MS-70,  then  this  one  is 
it.  A  definite  Business  strike.  Rare  (R-6  in  BU)  Super  800 

1867  Choice  BU  Gem  by  most.  True  Business  strike.  Rare  (R-6)  .  .  .675 

1872  Choice  BU  Gem  by  most.  Valentine  #5  290 

1873-S  Gem  BU.  Super  frosty  and  very  very  nice  350 

DIMES 

1838  Partial  Drapery  Cleaned  Unc.  But  still  nice  150 

1838-0  No  Drapery.  Choice  BU.  Minute  pin  prick  in  field.  Frosty 

&  nice  575 

1840  No  Drapery.  Choice  BU  375 

1853  No  Arrows  Superb  Gem  BU.  Just  a  super  coin  that  few  of 

this  date  will  come  even  close  to.  Expensive  but  worth  more  2000 

1853  Arrows.  Gem  Bu  &  a  perfect  match  for  the  No  arrows  except 
for  a  very  minute  carbon  fleck  above  "O  in  ONE"  on  reverse. 
A  super  com   1000 

1856  Small  date.  Choice  BU.  Gem  by  most.  Struck  from  rusted  ob- 
verse die.  Last  two  leaves  &  obverse  weak. Very  frosty  &  nice  490 

1876-CC  "Double  Die"  obv.  Presently  R-6  &  1  of  20  pieces  known  to 
date  by  John  McCloskey.  "Type  B"  reverse  with  the  2nd  C 
raised.  Coin  is  full  rim  Good  Obv.  with  rim  litely  touching  left 
wreath  reverse.  Some  lite  marks  on  obv.  rim,  but  none  serious. 
Guaranteed  Genuine   47 

1876-CC  "Double  Die"  obv.  Presently  R-6  &1  of  20  pieces  known  to 
date  "Type  B"  reverse.  Coin  grades  a  nice  Very  Fine.  Coin  has 
been  seen  by  John  McCloskey  and  by  Coin  World  staff  and  veri- 
fied as  genuine.  Very  rare  and  nice.   200 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1852  Choice  toned  Unc.  PL  surfaces.  Full  strike  Nice  800 

1874  Arrows.  Choice  BU  Small  bagmark  on  head.  Not  gem  but  nice 

&  very  frosty  750 
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The  Unusual  1860  Quarters 
by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


Although  the  basic  Seated  Liberty  design  was  used  on  our  coinage  for  55 
years,  a  nunnber  of  minor  nnodifications  were  nnade  in  the  dies  through  the 
years.  The  modifications  made  in  1840,  that  is  the  addition  of  drapery  to  the 
various  denominations,  have  been  well  documented  and  have  created  inter- 
est among  collectors  for  some  time.  Other  modifications,  however,  have 
gone  all  but  unnoticed  over  the  years  and  some  interesting  and  previously 
unknown  die  varieties  could  be  discovered  after  research  efforts  are  made 
by  knowledgeable  individuals.  I  will  describe  one  such  die  modification  in 
this  article  which  I  feel  will  be  of  interest  to  the  Seated  collector. 

The  obverse  die  of  the  quarter  was  modified  in  1860  and  used  for  the  first 
time,  to  my  knowledge,  on  pieces  from  all  three  mints  in  this  year.  The 
modifications  were  all  very  minor  but  the  obverse  can  be  distinguished  from 
that  used  in  earlier  years.  The  key  to  identification  of  the  two  obverses  lies 
in  the  vertical  stripes  in  the  obverse  shield  over  the  letter  E  in  LIBERTY.  In 
the  new  obverse  hub  the  two  vertical  segments  are  strong  and  clear  as 
shown  by  the  picture  of  the  shield  of  the  1860  quarter.  In  the  old  obverse 
hub  only  one  very  weak  segment  can  be  seen  and  in  many  cases  there  is  no 
trace  of  either  vertical  stripe  over  the  letter  E.  This  is  shown  by  the  picture 
of  the  obverse  of  the  1858  quarter.  Other  differences  in  the  two  hubs  can  be 
seen  in  the  position  of  LIBERTY'S  hand  on  the  pole,  the  shape  of  the  head 
and  hair  ribbon,  the  flow  of  the  curls,  the  shape  of  the  shoulder  clasp  and 
the  folds  in  the  gown  in  many  places. 


Keep  in  mind  that  a  new  reverse  hub  was  introduced  at  the  Philadelphia 
mint  in  1861  as  described  in  Issue  #6  (pages  18-19)  of  the  Journal.  This 
implies  that  the  1860  quarter  is  in  fact  a  type  coin  among  Philadelphia 
quarters.  That  is  the  1860  quarter  has  a  different  obverse  from  earlier  years 
and  a  different  reverse  from  later  years.  Such  is  not  the  case,  however,  at 
the  San  Francisco  mint  as  the  old  reverse  hub  continued  to  be  used  through 
1865.  A  complete  list  of  dates  for  which  the  new  obverse  hub  was  used  with 
the  old  reverse  hub  is  as  follows:  1860,  1860-O,  1860-S,  1861-S,  1862-S, 
1864-S,1865-S. 


The  above  list  is  complete  as  I  know  it.  Certainly,  it  is  possible  that  some 
trial  pieces  were  struck  a  yearor  two  before  introduction  of  the  new  obverse 
die.  Such  pieces  would  go  unnoticed  by  all  but  the  most  observant  individ- 
uals. It  is  also  possible  the  old  obverse  was  used  into  the  production  year  of 
1860.  Only  time  and  research  will  be  able  to  answer  the  queston  of  what 
varieties  may  or  may  not  exist. 

The  pictures  of  the  1858  and  1860  quarters  were  taken  by  Tom  Mulvanev 
at  Paramount  International  Coin  Corp. 
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Obverse  Shield  of  1858  Quarter. 
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Obverse  Shield  of  1860  Quarter. 
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BILLG.  CARPENTER 
P.  O.  Box  U-1781,  University  of  South  Alabama,  Mobile,  Alabama  36688 
CHOICE  COINS,  Accurate  Grading.  7-Day  Return  for  any  Reason. 


HALF  DIMES 


1841-  0   AU-50  Toned   $89 

1842-  0    VF-20   59 

1848-0    VF-35-h   59 

1851-0  AU-55 Toned, 

two  small  obv.  nnarks  67 

1859   VF-30  sm  digs  in  sk  13 


QUARTERS 

1839  Good-6  10 

1840-O  W/D  VG-8  10 

1842-0  LD  Fine-12  15 

1843  VG   9 

1844-0  VG-F-10  10 

1849  Fine-12  17 

t850-O  Fr-Ag-2  4 

1862  VF-20  15 

1862-S  AG-3  14 

1868-  S  AG-3  13 

1869-  S  Fine-12  42 

1877  Choice  VF-35+  Lustre  19 

1877-S  VF-20   13 


DIMES 

1838 Lg.  Stars,  Partial  Drap 

VG-F-10   $44 

1839  AU-50  +  Circular  Scrape  Obv. 

 18 

1840-O  No  Drap.  Nice  VF-35-i-  49 
1853-0  W/ A  AU-50  Some  dis- 
coloration, Extremely  Rare, 


above  EF   115 

1850EF-45  ^19 

HALVES 

1841  VF-35  Scr.  Obv  18 

1843  VF-30  Obv.  Mark  17 

1855-0  With  Arrows  Good-4  7 

1862  Impaired  Proof  AU-50 

Small  Scr.  Obv  129 

1866  Fine-12  Rare  49 

1867-  S  Fine-15  rim  ding  11 

1868-  S  Good-4  7 

1869  Good-4  7 

1871-CC  AG-G  3+   36 

1877-S  VG-10  Partial  Drap. 

Micro-S  16 


DOLLARS 

1866  Fine-12  3  rev.  rim  dings  .  .  .80 
1872-S  Abt.  VG  6+   109 


26 


U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 

A 

JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


ON  THE  COVER 


The  cover  photograph  is  an  obverse  shot  of  an  1873-CC  no  arrows  quart- 
er. The  coin  pictured  is  the  one  sold  at  the  James  A.  Stack  sale  in  1975  and 
is  In  uncirculated  condition.  A  second  specimen  exists  in  the  Eliasberg  col- 
lection and  according  to  reports  from  people  who  have  seen  both  coins,  the 
piece  pictured  on  the  cover  is  the  superior  specimen.  Other  pieces  of  this 
date  are  rumored  to  exist  but  so  far  have  not  surfaced  on  the  numismatic 
market.  The  cover  photo  can  be  used  as  a  reference  of  a  genuine  piece  since 
very  few  people  have  ever  seen  one  for  comparison.  With  a  listed  mintage 
of  only  4,000  pieces  it  is  unlikely  that  more  than  one  obverse  die  was  used  in 
the  striking  of  the  total  issue.  Note  in  particular  the  position  of  the  date 
in  reference  to  the  obverse  shield,  the  shape  of  the  digits  in  the  date  and  the 
fact  that  the  digit  3  is  closed. 

Due  to  the  extreme  rarity  of  the  1873-00  no  arrows  quarter,  there  is  a 
possibility  that  attempts  will  be  made  to  fake  this  issue.  Oould  the  arrows  be 
removed  from  a  "with  arrow"  variety?  The  answer  is  no,  not  without  detec- 
tion. Please  note  that  the  genuine  piece  is  known  only  with  the  closed  3  in 
the  date.  All  known  1873-00  with  arrows  quarters  have  the  open  3  in  the 
date.  Therefore,  even  if  the  arrows  could  be  removed  from  a  "with  arrow" 
variety,  the  date  would  have  the  wrong  styled  3.  Furthermore,  the  date  is 
positioned  differently  in  the  field  for  the  two  varieties. 

Another  way  to  create  the  1873-00  no  arrows  quarter  would  be  to  modify 
the  1878-00  quarter  by  altering  the  8  to  look  like  a  3.  Here  again  there  are 
unmistakable  ways  to  detect  this  deception.  First  and  foremost,  is  the  study 
of  the  area  around  the  last  digit  in  the  date  to  detect  residue  of  the  work 
done  in  the  alteration.  However,  due  to  wear  or  damage  the  results  of  such 
a  study  may  be  inconclusive.  A  study  of  the  remaining  digits  in  the  date 
would  then  be  made.  Here  it  should  be  noted  that  the  styling  of  the  digits  in 
the  date  was  different  for  the  two  years  in  question.  In  particular  the  serifs 
on  the  digit  1  were  much  smaller  in  1878  than  in  1873.  Furthermore,  the 
digit  7  has  a  serif  that  slopes  down  to  the  left  in  1873.  In  1878  the  digit  7  has 
a  serif  that  slopes  down  to  the  right.  There  is  no  way,  in  my  opinion,  that  a 
coin  which  has  serifs  on  the  digits  in  the  date  like  those  of  1878  could  have 
been  made  at  the  mint  in  1873.  These  characteristics  along  with  other  die 
features  not  mentioned  in  this  article  make  it  possible  to  authenticate  pieces 
even  when  they  have  been  very  cleverly  altered.  Make  no  mistake  about  the 
fact  that  such  pieces  do  exist.  I  have  actually  seen  coins  with  removed  ar- 
rows and  altered  dates  that  were  very  well  done. 


The  Editor 
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DELAWARE  VALLEY  COIN 
AND  STAMP  COMPANY 


"A  Trusted  Name  in  Numismatics" 

COINS    —    STAMPS    —  ANTIQUES 
BAZAAR  SHOPPING  CENTER,  STORE  326 
CLIFTON  HEIGHTS,  PA.  19018 
Phone:  215  —  284-0538  or  0539 


WE  BUY  &  SELL  ALL 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINS 
AND  ALL  OTHER  WORTHWHILE 
NUMISMATIC  MATERIAL 

SEND  MATERIAL  WITH  PRICE 
DESIRED  OR  FOR  REALISTIC  OFFER. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


As  for  Mel  Hatfield's 
rank-ordering  of  LS  quar- 
ters, he  has  apparently  for- 
gotten about  the  1842  small 
date,  of  which  6  pieces  are 
traced,  compared  with  30- 
odd  of  1870-CC.  I  have  also 
found  that  the  1853  no 
arrows  is  grossly  overrated, 
being  found  somewhat 
more  often  in  unc.  or  near- 
ly unc.  than  in  Good  or  VG 
or  Fine.  In  the  same  way, 
everybody  overrates  the 
1874-S.  The  well  known 
hoard  despersed  in  recent 
years  has  guaranteed  a 
plentiful  supply  in  unc.  for 
a  price.  The  1853  with 
arrows  is  common  in  all 


grades  through  EF-AU, 
slightly  less  common  in 
AU,  scarce  (not  rare)  in  full 
Unc. ,  because  as  late  as  the 
1920's  coin  dealers  would 
not  pay  even  26(2  apiece 
tortmsaate  in  any  grade, 
recognizing  that  it  was 
common.  And  so  many  of 
those  that  had  been  saved 
were  spent  especially  in  the 
1930's.  I,  myself,  saw 
when  I  was  a  little  kid  too 
young  to  understand  the 
whole  story  (there  being  as 
yet  no  standard  guide- 
books), any  number  of  Fair 
and  Good  1853's  without 
arrows  in  circulation. 

Walter  Breen 
LSCC#110 


First,  congratulations  to 
Mel  Hatfield  on  his  excel- 
lent article  "A  Rarity  Scale 
on  Liberty  Seated  Quart- 
ers". However,  I  beg  to  dif- 
fer with  him  on  his  selec- 
tion of  the  Palteau  1  date 
(1870-GC  perhaps  30  to  40 
known  in  all  grades).  I 
don't  know  why  the  1873 
closed  3  No  Arrows  quarter 
was  not  included  there  also. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  he 
doesn't  even  include  it 
anywhere  among  his  dates 
on  the  4  plateau  scale.  For 
his  information  and  to  all 
concerned,  there  were 
approximately  1,000  1873 
closed  3  no  arrows  quarters 
minted  as  opposed  to  8340 
for  the  1870-CC.  Of  these 
1,000  I  doubt   more  than 


15  to  20  are  anywhere  to  be 
found  in  all  grades.  We 
have  accounted  for  only  4 
pieces  in  uncirculated  con- 
dition in  the  past  100  years. 
It  is  also  a  fact  that  these 
pieces  were  declared  illegal 
by  a  Congressional  Act  of 
1873  and  those  still  on  hand 
at  the  mint  were  melted. 
The  1873  with  arrows  varie- 
ty was  them  minted  and  re- 
leased. Another  small 
point  in  favor  of  the  1873 
quarter  is  that  there  were 
only  219,000  of  the  "open 
3"  variety  minted,  making 
it  at  least  scarce.  There 
were  also  600  proofs  minted 
in  1873  without  arrows,  all 
with  the  closed  3. 

Kam  Ahwash 
LSCC#5 
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In  writing  my  article  "A 
Rarity  Scale  on  Liberty 
Seated  Quarters"  published 
in  Issue  #6,  I  failed  to  men- 
tion the  1842-P,  small 
date  and  the  1873-P,  no  ar- 
rows with  closed  three 
quarters.  I  used  as  a  basis 
for  my  article  the  Whitman 
Bookshelf  and  Library  of 
Coins  albums  (both  widely 
used  by  collectors)  neither 
of  which  makes  accommo- 
dations for  these  two  pieces. 

The  1842-P  small  date  is 
a  proof-only  issue.  This 
puts  it  in  the  class  of  "non- 
circulating  legal  tender." 
This  piece  was  not  intended 
for  use  as  a  medium  of  ex- 


change in  commerce  and 
therefore,  doesn't  fit  my 
definition  of  a  coin,  as  is  the 
case  with  all  proofs. 

The  1873-P,  no  arrows 
with  closed  three  quarter 
is,  however,  a  major  vari- 
ety in  all  respects  and 
should  be  included  in  a  set 
for  completeness.  This  va- 
riety in  non-proof  is  quite 
scarce.  I  cannot  determine 
its  rarity  accurately.  The 
first  two  1873-P  no  arrows 
coins  I  acquired  were  both 
closed  three  varieties  and, 
thereforethe  coin  presented 
me  no  difficulty. 

Melvin  Hatfield 
LSCC#3 


MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION 


LiBERTy  §ERTED  COLLECTORS  ClUB 


NAME 


ADDRESS 
CITY 


STATE 


ZIP 


I'M  A  COLLECTORD  DEALERD 


COLLECTOR/DEALERD 


YOU  MAYD     MAY  NOTD 

SEND  MY  NAME  AND  ADDRESS  TO  OTHER  CLUB  MEMBERS. 

I   COLLECT  BY  DATE  SEATED  HALF  DIMESD  DIMESD 
QUARTERSD      HALF  DOLLARSD         DOLLARSD  ALL  SEATEDD 


SIGNATURE 


DATE 


m 


Membership  Fee  -  $5.00  per  year  plus  $2.00  initiation 
fee.  Fill  in  the  above  and  mail  with  $7.00  to: 

Mel  Hatfield  •  P.O.  Box  51  •  Marion,  Indiana  46952 
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FROM  THE  PRESIDENT 


I  am  now  entering  my  second  year  as  President  of  the  LSCC  and  have 
been  pleased  by  the  interesting  communications  that  I  have  received  from 
members  in  connection  with  my  work  on  the  Gobrecht  Journal.  All  the  off- 
icers will  try  to  improve  the  services  and  scope  of  the  activities  of  the  club  in 
the  coming  year  and  certainly  appreciate  any  numismatic  information  sub- 
mitted by  the  members. 

Many  interesting  and  valuable  suggestions  were  made  by  members  at  the 
annual  meeting  in  August.  The  most  often  repeated  suggestion  was  to  de- 
velop a  new  price  structure  for  Seated  coinage.  I  would  like  to  report  that 
this  suggestion  has  already  been  implemented.  Kam  Ahwash  has  prepared 
a  completely  new  price  structure  for  seated  half  dimes,  dimes  and  quarters 
which  has  been  reviewed  by  Bill  Grayson  and  Joel  Rettew.  This  new  pricing 
structure  recently  appeared  in  the  October  2,  1976  issue  of  Numismatic 
News  and  shows  striking  adjustments,  both  up  and  down.  Having  seen  it 
myself  I  feel  that  the  new  prices  are  far  superior  to  the  old  ones  in  that  they 
better  reflect  the  current  pricing  by  dealers  and  correlate  well  with  the 
availability  of  the  coins  themselves.  Certainly  some  additional  adjustments 
will  undoubtedly  be  made  but  the  effort  so  far  is  to  be  highly  commended. 

Another  idea  expressed  at  the  New  York  meeting  was  the  need  for  an  As- 
sociate Membership.  Associate  Members  would  be  members  of  the  im- 
mediate family  of  a  Full  Member  living  at  the  same  address  as  the  Full 
Member  with  all  rights  and  privileges  of  Full  Members,  except  that  Associ- 
ate Members  would  not  receive  a  copy  of  the  Gobrecht  Journal .  The  idea  of 
the  Associate  Membership  is  to  make  spouses  and  children  of  Full  Mem- 
bers feel  welcome  at  club  meetings  and  activities,  especially  when  they  may 
be  helping  the  Full  Member  in  his  collecting  efforts.  The  club  will  accept 
Associate  Members  at  $2.00  per  year  starting  January  1 ,  1977  unless  opposi- 
tion is  expressed  against  the  idea  by  the  membership.  In  such  a  case  a  mail 
vote  will  be  taken  to  see  if  Associate  Membership  should  be  allowed. 

The  club  has  recently  received  two  $5.00  donations  to  the  club,  one  from 
Reed  Hawn  and  one  from  another  member  who  wishes  to  remain  anony- 
mous. Such  donations  are  greatly  appreciated  because  they  show  support 
for  the  efforts  made  in  publishing  the  Gobrecht  Journal  beyond  what  is  ex- 
pected. Even  small  amounts  can  add  up  and  contribute  significantly  to  the 
health  of  the  club.  Thank  you. 


Your  comments  on  any  of  the  articles,  ads  or  club  policies  are  invited. 
This  is  your  club  and  the  Officers  are  dedicated  to  operating  it  on  behalf 
of  the  members.  Address  any  comments  to: 

John  McCloskey 

Editor,  Gobrecht  Journal 
5718  King  Arthur  Drive 
Kettering,  Ohio  45429 


32 


"SPECIALIZING" 
IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 

BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Mfk  Numismatist  jSk^. 

LM-ANA-1541  ^JEJI 
^Br  ANS-ASA-LSCC-PAST-PRES. 

1 -(2 15)872-4936 
738  Pennsylvania  Ave    •  Box  422  •      Media,  Penna  19063 


BUYING  &  SELLING 
ALL  RARE  AND  SCARCE 
LIBERTY  SEATED  COINAGE 


WE  EARNESTLY  SOLICIT  YOUR  WANT  LIST 


WE  ARE  IN  NEED  OF  NICE  GRADE  COMPLETE  OR  NEAR 
COMPLETE  SEATED  SETS  AND/OR  COLLECTIONS.  QUICK 
CONFIDENTIAL  CASH  ALWAYS  AVAILABLE. 

WE  PAY  'TOP  DOLLAR'' 

STOP  BY  OUR  TABLE  AT  MOST 
MAJOR  COIN  SHOWS. 


B  &  B  COIN  CO. 

Bill  Grayson    *    Bob  Schweitzer 
ANA  —  RCDA  —  ISNA  —  LSCC  #1 
105  S.  MAIN  ST.    •    FAIRMOUNT,  IND.  46928 

Phone  (317)  948-41 11  or  41 12  (Coin  Dept.) 
10:30  A.M.  -  5:30  P.M.  Monday  through  Saturday 


